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LEON NEWTON

A

legend in his

FIFTY YEARS —

own

time!

AND COUNTING

Leon Newrton was born on the home farm in 1909. At that time, the farm had
already been in the Newton family many years, as Leon's Grandfather, Isaac
Newton came down from the hills of Alstead to purchase the farm in 1863.
Leon attended the nearby County School and was in the first class graduating
from the two-year course offered by the new Acworth High School. He won top
student honors of a $10 gold piece donated by the Acworth Woman's Club both
years.

Leon farmed with his parents, Elmer and Annie Newton, untU Elmer's death in
1946. His mother lived several years longer. After marrying EllaPerham in 1954,
to farm, producing potatoes, wood, maple syrup, eggs, and
butter until he started selling milk in 1955. Leon "retired" in April of 1985 and
now leases the farm to Brian Gendron.

Leon continued

Leon's service to Acworth, began as a Supervisor of the Check-list.

Tax Collector in 1 936 and Town Clerk in

1 940.

the office of Town Clerk because of illness, but

To compare
1936 was a

He bacame

Thirty-four years later, he gave up
still

collects the

Acworth

taxes.

both ends of his fifty years as Tax-Collector, the total tax levy of

little

over $17,000. The total tax levy of 1985 was $439,795.

To sum up, Leon Newton is a good farmer, a good neighbor, and above
good friend to us all - especially the town of Acworth.
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Davis

WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
State of New Hampshire

To the inhabitants of the Toivn ofAcworth in the County of Sullivan in said
State, qualified to vote in

Town

Affairs:

You are hereby notified to bring in your votesfor Town Officers, Articles 2 and
3, and any other questions, to the Town Hall on Tuesday, the eleventh day of
March, next between the hours of two of the clock in the afternoon until ten of the
clock in the evening to act

upon

the following:

ARTICLE ONE: To vote by a nonpartisan ballot for the following Town Officers:
One Selectman to serve for a term of three years.
Treasurer to serve for a term of one year.
Tax Collector to serve for a term of one year.
Town Clerk to serve for a term of three years.
Trustee of Silsby Free Library to serve for a term of three years.
Trustee of Trust Funds to serve for a term of three years.
Two members of the Budget Committee to serve for terms of three years.
Two members of the Road Committee to serve for terms of three years.
One member of the Planning Board to serve for a term of one year.
One member of the Planning Board to serve for a term of two years.
Two members of the Planning Board to serve for terms of three years.
Auditor to serve for a term of one year.
Overseer of Public Welfare to serve for a term of one year.
Constable to serve for a term of one year.
And such other Town Officers as may be required by law.

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the amendments to the
Acworth Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board (copies
of the amendment are on file with the Town Clerk). The following question will
appear on the ballot "Are you in favor of the adoption of amendments to the
existing Acworth Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board?"

ARTICLE TWO:
existing

Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:37 for the exempfrom property tax? This statute provides that every inhabitant
who is legally blind shall be exempted each year from the property tax on a
residence to the value of $15,000.00. By petition.

ARTICLE THREE:
tion for the blind

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said Acworth on Tuesday,
day of March, next at seven-thirty of the clock in the evening to act

the eleventh

upon

the following subjects:

ARTICLE FOUR:

To see

Meeting of March

12, 1985.

ARTICLE FIVE:

To see

Meeting of October

1,

if

if

the

1985.

the

Town

will

accept the minutes of the

Town

Town will accept the minutes of the Special Town

ARTICLE
pound

SIX:

To see

if

the

keepers, measurers of

Town will empower the Selectmen
wood and fence viewers.

ARTICLE SEVEN: To see if the Town
money in anticipation of Taxes.
ARTICLE EIGHT:

To see

if

the

Town

will

to serve as

authorize the Selectmen to borrow

will direct

the Selectmen to appoint the

Road Agent.

ARTICLE NINE:

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and authorize
withdrawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund, established under the provisions of
the State and Local Assistance Act of 1972 as amended, in the amount of
$6,000.00 for purchase of a sander and further to authorize the Selectmen to
make a reduction in amount if estimated entitlements are reduced or take any
other action herein.

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate up to $30,000.00 for
the preparation and printing of a new Town History; the project to be completed
over the next three years under the guidance of a committee of five to be

ARTICLE TEN:

appointed for that purpose by the Moderator.

To see if the Town will authorize and direct the Selectmen
borrow up to $30,000.00 on a long term note to achieve the purpose of Article
Ten and to amortize the note in three years beginning in 1989.

ARTICLE ELEVEN:
to

To see if the Town will vote to raise $28,000.00 for building
preservation and improvement at the Acworth Silsby Public Library. By petition.

ARTICLE TWELVE:

To see if the Town will vote to have the Town Common
surveyed and appropriate necessary funds for this purpose. By petition.

ARTICLE THIRTEEN:

ARTICLE FOURTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise such sums of money
as may be necessary to defray Town charges for the ensuing year and make
appropriations of the same as recommended in the Budget by the Budget
Committee.

To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the current
roadway passing through the property of David and Randa Tenney, at a point
thirty -five feet past the entrance to Walter and Joanne Smith's first driveway
(The second driveway to the garage would remain accessible from the other
gravel road leading to Beryl Mountain ), and further to see if the Town will accept
as a gift, for highway purposes, from David and Randa Tenney, a strip of land
fifteen feet by seventy-five feet, such land to be used to allow an earlier and
straighter entry to the intersection where the gravel road to Beryl Mountain
meets the tarred Beryl Mountain Road. This would improve the visibility and
safety for the townspeople, in general. By petition.

ARTICLE FIFTEEN:

ARTICLE SIXTEEN:

To see

if

the

the perpetual care of the Joseph

ARTICLE SEVENTEEN:

To see

Town

will

vote to accept $100.00 in trust for

and Eva Dempsey
if

the

Town

will

Lot.

vote to adopt written welfare

guidelines as proposed by the Board of Selectmen. Chapter 380 of the laws of

1985 requires the Town to adopt written guidelines prior to April 1, 1986.
(Copies of the full text of the proposed guidelines are on file with the Town
Clerk.)

To see if the Town will pass a resolution opposing
placement of any high level nuclear waste dump anywhere within the borders of
the State of New Hampshire, considering such a facility to be a direct, serious,
and permanent threat to the life, health and property of all our state's

ARTICLE EIGHTEEN:

inhabitants.

The record of the vote on this article shall be transmitted to the President of
the United States, the New Hampshire Congressional Delegation, the Governor
of New Hampshire,

and the Town's representatiaves

to the State Legislature.

By

petition.

ARTICLE NINETEEN: To transact any other
brought before this Town Meeting.
GIVEN under our hands and

seal of the

business that

Town

of

Acworth

may

this 18th

February, 1986.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Lyman

A. Young,

Metsack
Raymond W. Roy

Susan

E.

legally be

Chairman

day of

MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING

MARCH

12,

1985

To the Inhabitants of the Town of Acworth
State, qualified to vote in

Town

in the

County of Sullivan

in said

Affairs:

Moderator Kenneth Grant called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.
Town Warrant. Reverend Barney Jones offered prayer:

after

which

he read the

ARTICLES
1.

To vote by non partisan

ballot for the following

Town

Officers:

Selectmen Raymond Roy - 3 Year Term
Treasurer - Earl Luther Jr.
-

Tax

Collector

-

Leon

Newton

F.

Trustee of Silsby Free Library

-

Albert Dole

-

3 Year

Term

Sandra Lord 3 Year Term
Waldo Streeter 3 Year Term

Trustee of Trust Fund

-

-

Budget Committee
Harvey Bascom - 3 Year Term
Road Committee Ralph Balla - 3 Year Term
Joseph Boivin 3 Year Term
Planning Board Kenneth Christie - 3 Year Term
Marguerite Hanson - 3 Year Term
Auditor - Barbara Kaiser
Constable Herman Barth
Dog Warden - Richard Martin
Overseer of the Poor - Selectmen
-

-

-

-

-

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said Acworth on Tuesday
the Twelfth day of March, next at seven-thirty of the clock in the evening to act
upon the following subjects:
ARTICLES:
2.

Motion was made by George Hanson and seconded by Tom Esslinger to accept
Town Meeting of March 13, 1984. Motion passed.

the minutes of the

Motion was made by Maggie Hanson and seconded by Ray Nabatoff to
the selectmen to serve as Pound Keepers, Measurers of Wood and
Fence Viewers. Motion passed.

3.

empower
4.

Motion was made by Tom EssUnger and seconded by Grant Taylor to authorize
money in anticipation of Taxes. Motion passed.

the selectmen to borrow

5. Motion was made by Tom Esslinger and seconded by Charles Bush to direct
the selectmen to appoint a Road Agent. Motion passed.

Motion was made by Carl Henninger, and seconded by Richard Kangas to
appropriate and authorize withdrawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund, established under the provision of the State and Local Assistance Act of 1972 as
amended in the amount of $8000 for payment on the Town indebtedness for the
grader, and further to authorize the selectmen to make a reduction in the
amount if estimated entitlements are reduced, or take any other action herein.

6.

7. Motion was made by Earl Luther and seconded by Ralph Balla to raise such
sums of money as maybe necessary to defray Town Charges for the ensuing year
and make appropriations of the same as recommended in the budget by the
Budget Committee. Motion passed after budget was reduced by $150.00

Motion was made by Harvey Bascom and seconded by Caroline Barth as
amended: To see of theTown will vote to accept an amount of land necessary for
public access to the Acworth Silsby Public Library cellar, from property currently known as the "Robert and Meredith Skinner Homestead," such land size
and use to be determined by the library trustees, and the "Skinners." Motion
passed as amended.
8.

Motion was made by Richard Kangas and seconded by Carolyn Barth to see if
Town will vote to authorize the Moderator to appoint a committee of five for
the purpose of studying the project of a new Town history, and such committee
to make a report and recommendations to the 1986 Town Meeting relative to the
designation of a writer for the Acworth history and the funding thereof. Motion
9.

the

passed.
1 0. Motion was made by Claudia Istel and seconded by Roscoe Clark to see if the
Town will vote to change the name of the Cold River Conservation Lot (formerly

the Bailey Property) to the "Acworth Wetlands." Motion passed.

Motion was made by Jack Rieck and seconded by Ed Metsack to see

if the
vote to discontinue, subject to gates and bars, that portion of the
Chapman-Mulligan Road beginning at the dwelling of Helen Quinn to the Marlow

11.

Town

will

Town Line, pursuant to RSA 23 1 :43 and authorize the Selectmen to give notice to
the Town of Marlow within fifteen (14) days ofthis vote as required by RSA
231:44. Ballot Vote Yes 48 No 38 Motion passed.
12. Motion was made by Tom Esslinger and seconded by Ed Metsack to see if the
Town will vote to authorize the selectmen to apply for, contract for, and accept
from the Federal or State government, or any subdivision thereof, or from
private corporations, or individuals, funds, equipment, services, or grants and
aid relative to relief from disaster, or for any purpose consistent with public need
and benefit and to authorize the selectmen to disburse such funds as they deem
necessary. Motion passed.
13. Mrs.

Ingram spoke about the things that are happening

in the

House of

Representatives.

Motion was made by Ethel Gendron and seconded by Ed Metsack that the
meeting be adjourned. Meeting was adjourned at 10:30 P.M.

Brenda Longley

Town

Clerk

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
ACWORTH TOWN WARRANT
The

State of

To the Inhabitants of the Town
qualifed to vote in

Town

New Hampshire

of Acworth in the

County

of Sullivan in said State,

Affairs.

are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said Acworth on Tuesday, the
day of October, next as seven-thirty of the clock in the evening to act upon the
following subjects:

You

first

To hear a report from the Selectmen as to a Petition to lay out certain highways
Highways, namely Heino Road Extension (1.1 mile), Graff Court (0.1
mile) and Lufkin Road (0.7 mile), and to provide information as to such roads. (The
Selectmen have been advised by the Town Attorney that under New Hampshire
Law, the Town Meeting cannot vote on the lay out of roads. The Selectmen seek an
advisory vote so as to comply with the 1977 Town Meeting vote, but such vote
1.

as Public

cannot legally bind the Selectmen.)

To transact any other business that may

2.

A

true copy of Warrant

legally

come before

this meeting.

— Attest:
Lyman

A.

Young

Susan E. Metsack
Raymond W. Roy

SELECTMEN OF ACWORTH

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
October
Meeting was called
Town Warrant.

to order at 7:30

1,

1985

P.M. by Moderator Kenneth Grant. He read

the

ARTICLE

1.

Motion was made by Barbara Clark and seconded by Tony Dubois to accept the
report from the Selectmen as to a Petition to lay out certain highways as Public
Highways, namely Heino Road Extension (1.1 mile), Graff Court (0.1 mile) and
Lufkin Road (0.7 mile), and to provide information as to such roads. (The
Selectmen have been advised by the Town Attorney that under New Hampshire
Law, the Town Meeting cannot vote on the lay out of roads. The Selectmen seek an
advisory vote so as to comply with the 1977 Town Meeting vote, but such vote
cannot legally bind the Selectmen.)

ARTICLE

2.

Motion was made by Roscoe Clark and seconded by Tony Dubois for the meeting
to adjourn.

Meeting adjourned

at 8:15

P.M.

Brenda Longley

Town
10

Clerk

BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S REPORT
The

Town remains healthy with a surplus at year end
Town Tax Rate was $6.10 per thousand dollars of

financial condition of the

of $5,347.69. In 1985, the

valuation,

down considersbly from

prior years.

This year's Town Report is dedicated to Leon F. Newton, Acworth's Tax
Collector for the past fifty years. The Board would like to extend congratulations
on a job well done, and wonders how many Selectmen Leon has worked with
during that time. In a small town holding public office is a labor of love and no one,
especially our Tax Collector, receives a salary sufficient to compensate him for
time spent on the job. Leon is, of course, very busy for a couple of months after each
Spring and Fall tax billing, but there is no week in the year when he does not spend
several hours answering telephone calls and letters and keeping the tax records.

Leon

is

a pleasure to work with and

we hope

to

do so for

many more

years.

During the past year, we accepted as Town Roads, the Heino Road Extension,
Lufkin Road and Graff Court, about 2 miles of road in the Pierce Brook Estate, off
Cold Pond Road. A special Town Meeting was held on October 1, 1985 to discuss
this subject. The Board felt that the property owners involved had improved these
roads to meet Town standards and that any costs incurred in maintaining these
roads will be offset by additional State highway subsidy monies and property
taxes.

During this past year, significant work was performed by our Highway Dept. to
shim sections of Derry Hill and Crescent Lake Roads, improving both of these
heavily traveled roads. We also had the engine of the International truck rebuilt
and on Article 14, we recommend an affirmative vote on purchasing a sander to be
mounted on this truck. We are currently renting this sander and it is a great boon
to our Highway Dept., enabling them to get the Town roads sanded much more
quickly - something we all can appreciate.

As a result of the clean-out giving way last summer in the South Acworth Dam
on the Cold River, the State has contacted this Board regarding repairs that must
be made in order for our dam to meet State regulations. We recently had a hearing
before the Water Resources Board in Concord and requested a year's extension of
the time we have to file a proposal of the work to be done. We should have their
decision at the end of February. At this hearing, it seemed to be agreed that the
possibility of damage caused by the dam's failure would be to property only and be
minimal as the dam doesn't hold back a great deal of water. There is some interest
by an outside group in installing a small hydroelectric plant on this site and the
extra year's time would allow them to further study this possibility.
The sum of $10,000.00 has been included in the 1986Budgettocover thecostof a
transfer station where the Town's refuse will be collected and picked up for
hauling to the waste-to-energy facility being built in Claremont. We anticipate
that this sum will cover site preparation, construction of a concrete pad on which
the trash container/compactor will sit, a building to house the compactor controls
and the operator, necessary fencing and a building in which materials for
recycling can be collected. A group from Acworth recently visited the construction
site in Claremont and learned that the facility will begin test operations in
February 1987 and be fully operational in May 1987
The Board will
Wednesday 10 AM

institute a schedule of
to 6

dump

hours effective April

1,

1986:

PM and Saturday and Sunday 9 AM to 5 PM. In addition to

preparing us for scheduled hours once we begin using our transfer station, this will
eliminate Acworth as one of the few towns with an open and unsupervised dump,
and will cut down on the amount of "out of town" trash that ends up here. We would
like to remind everyone to use common sense in disposing of hot wood or coal stove
ashes and other flammable materials. Dump fires are dangerous and expensive to
11

extinguish.

We

thank

all

who helped put

out the

dump

fire earlier this year.

The State has mandated that every Town vote on the Blind Exemption as
presented in Article 3. The given figure of $15,000 can be multiplied by our
assessed valuation ratio of 35%, resulting in an exemption in 1986 of $5,250.00. This
is only slightly higher than our current Blind Exemption of $5,000.

The Board
his help

also wishes to thank Earl Luther, our Administrative Assistant, for
during the year. We continue to meet on alternate Monday evenings.

Respectfully submitted,

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

REPORT OF ROAD AGENT
All roads were graded once and some were done twice. Bursh was cut and
chipped on Derry Hill, Ingoldsby, Heino and Sawmill Roads. Crushed gravel was
put on the following roads: Cold Pond, Black North, Turkey Shoot, Harvey
Bascom, Lynn Hill, Moody, Hidden Springs, Campbell, Alvin Clark, Echo Valley,
LaBarre, Ingoldsby, Ken Bascom, and Derry Hill Cross Road. Culverts were
installed on these roads: Sawmill, Campbell, Derry Hill, Lynn Hill, Grout Hill,
Cold Pond;, and Forest. Ditches were cleaned on Cold Pond, Derry Hill, Phoenix
Nest, and Heino Roads. Culverts were cleaned on most roads. Hot Top was applied
on Crescent Lake and Derry Hill Roads. The International Truck underwent
extensive repair including a new engine and work on the transmission, transfer
case, brakes and springs.
I

want

to

thank everyone who helped and worked with

Don A. Porter
Road Agent

12

me

this past year.

BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF ACWORTH

Miscellaneous

FICA,

Retire.

&

Pension Contrib.

Insurance

Total Appropriations
Less:

Amount

of

.

3,200.

3,190.

13,000.

14.364.

$203,480.

$209,710.*

Estimated Revenues, Exclusive of Taxes

3,500.
20,000.

$252,915.
$169,828.

Amount of Taxes to be Raised (Esclusive of School and County Taxes)$

83,087.

*Includes expenditures from unexpended balances of special appropriations
for Library.

STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS —

1985

General Government:

Town
Town

Officers' Salaries
Officers'

$

Expenses

7,825.00
7,000.00

450.00
500.00
2,000.00

Election and Registration Expenses
Cemeteries
General Government Buildings
Reappraisal of Property
Planning and Zoning
Legal Expenses
Advertising and Regional Association
Contingency Fund

-

-

250.00
4,500.00
524.00
-

-

Public Safety
Police

850.00

Department

Fire Department
Civil Defense
Building Inspection

3,500.00
10.00
-

Dog Damage
Higways,

Street,

-

10.00

Bridges

Town Maintenance
General Highway Department Expenses
Street Lighting
Highway Block Grant

28,000.00
20,000.00
2,200.00
54,900.00

Sanitation
Solid Waste Disposal
Sullivan Co. Reg. Refuse Disposal District

1,500.00
1,041.00

Health
Hospitals and Ambulances
Animal Control

250.00
100.00

Vital Statistics

Home

-

Health Care and Community Service

-

3,235.00

Welfare
1,000.00

General Assistance
Old Age Assistance
Aid to the Disabled

1,000.00
1,500.00

Culture and Recreation
6,000.00
250.00
125.00
600.00

Library
Parks and Recreation
Patriotic Purposes
Conservation Commission

Debt Service
Long-Term Bonds & Notes
Expense-Long-Term Bonds & Notes
Expense - Tax Anticipation Notes

Principal of
Interest
Interest

15

17.285.00
5,525.00
5,000.00

Capital Outlay
Photocopier
Library
Fire House and Equipment
Forest Fire Equipment

1,500.00
5,000.00
3,500.00

350.00

Miscellaneous

FICA Retirement &

Pension Contributions

Insurance

3,200.00
13,000.00

•

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS

$203,480.00

SOURCES OF REVENUE
Taxes
Resident Taxes
Yield Taxes
Interest and Penalties on

$

Taxes

Intergovernmental Revenues

5,000.00
2,000.00
7,500.00

— State
6,951.00
54,900.00
186.00
175.00

Shared Revenue-Block Grant
Highway Block Grant
Reimb. a/c State-Federal Forest Land
Other Reimbursements
Licenses and Permits

Motor Vehicle Permit Fees

Dog

Licenses
Business Licenses, Permits and Filing Fees

25,000.00
500.00
400.00

Charges for Services
Rent

of

100.00

Town Property

Miscellaneous Revenues
7,000.00
2,000.00

Interests on Deposits

Claim Settlement

Other Financing Sources
8,000.00
40,000.00

Revenue Sharing Fund

Fund Balance

TOTAL REVENUES AND CREDITS

16

$159,712.00

TAX RATE COMPUTATION —
Total Town Appropriations
Total Revenues and Credits
Net Town Appropriations
Net School Tax Assessment

1985

+

(s)

County Tax Assessment
Total of Town, School and County

DEDUCT total Business Profits Tax Reimbursement
ADD war Service Credits (see page 6)
ADD Overlay
Property Taxes To Be Raised

TAX RATE BREAKDOWN
rior

Tax Rates
Town
County
School Dist.

Municipal Tax Rate

Year

1985

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF
APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES

FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31,

1985

ASSETS
Cash:
All funds in custody of Treasurer
In hands of Treasurer
58,968.67
General Fund Balance
$
776.19
Cons. Commission Acct.
19.89
Revenue Sharing Account

TOTAL CASH

$ 58,968.67

RECEIPTS
From

Local Taxes
Property Taxes - Current Year - 1985
Property Taxes - Collected in Advance
Resident Taxes - Current Year - 1985
Resident Taxes - Collectd in Advance
National Bank Stock Taxes - Curr'nt Yr. 1985
Yield Taxes - Current Year - 1985
Property Taxes & Yield Taxes - Prev. Yrs.
Resident Taxes - Previous Years

Land Use Change Tax

-

Cur'nt

&

Prior Yrs.

Interest received on Delinquent Taxes
Penalties: Resident Taxes

Tax

sales

$322,253.52
769.14
3,870.00

-0-06,580.33
77,471.77
740.00

-010,686.06
94.00
18,170.07

redeemed

$440,634.89

Total Taxes Collect and Remitted

Intergovernmental Revenues - State
Shared Revenue
Highway Block Grant
Reimb. a/c State-Federal Forest Land
Fire Bill
Other Reimb. Intergovernmental Revenue - Federal
1/2

20,018.89
54,900.45
172.72
17.29
6,310.00

Federal Grants
Total Intergovernmental Revenue

$

Licenses and Permits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees

Dog

Licenses
Business Licenses, Permits
Bad Check Penalty

&

Filing Fees

32,170.00
704.00
579.70
10.00

Total Licenses and Permits
Charges for Services

$

Income from Departments
Rent of Town Property
Total Charge for Services
Miscellaneous Revenues
Interest on Deposits

-

Gen'l

95.00

Fund &

C.C. acct.

Refund

NHUMJCF

Divident
Miscellaneous

7,553.92
1,542.89
13.37
110.00
2.02

Total Miscellaneous Revenues

Other Financing Sources
Int. on Invest, of Revenue Sharing Funds

369.07

Total Other Financing Sources

369.07

Non-Revenue Receipts
Proceeds of Tax Anticipation Notes
Yield Tax Security Deposits

$

9.222.20

$

70,248.50
635,452.71
71,808.12

70,000.00
248.50

Total Non-Revenue Receipts
Total Receipts from All Sources
1,

33,463.70

50.00
45.00

Insurance Settlement

Cash on Hand January

81,419.35

1985

GRAND TOTAL

$707,260.83
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PAYMENTS
General Government

Town
Town

Officers' Salaries

$

Officers' expenses

Election and Registration expenses
Cemeteries
General Government Buildings
Planning and Zoning
Legal Expenses
Advertising & Regional Association
Total General Government Expenses

7,475.00
4,800.08
448.66
500.00
830.05
175.14
4,503'70

524.00

Public Safety
Police

Department

Fire Department
Total Public Safety Expenses

Highways,

Streets,

Bridges

Town Maintenance
General Highway Department Expenses
Street Lighting
Total

Highways and Bridges Expneses

Sanitation
Solid Waste Disposal
Garbage Removal

District

Total Sanitation Expenses

Health
Health Department

Animal Control
Total Health Expneses

Welfare
General Assistance

Aid

to the Disables

Total Welfare Expenses

Culture and Recreation
Library
Parks and Recreation
Patriotic Purposes
Conservation Commission
Total Culture and Recreation Expenses
Debt Service
Principal of Long-Term Bond & Notes
Interest Exp. - Long Term Bonds & Notes
Interest Expense - Tax Anticipation Notes
Total Debt Service Payments
Capital Outlay
Copier
Fire House
Library
Forest Fire - Monitor
Total Capital Outlay

$

22

16,536.13

Miscellaneous
FICA, Retirement
Insurance

&

Pension Contributions

$

3,189.61
14.364.24
$

17,553.85

$

95,468.25

Total Pay's to other Gov. Divisions

$

343,114.00

Total Payments for All Purposes
Cash on Hand December 31, 1985

$

648,292.16
58,968.67

$

707,260.83

$

47,715.00

$

47,715.00

Total Miscellaneous Expenses

Unclassified
Payment on Tax Anticipation Notes

$

Taxes bought by town
Discounts, Abatements and Refunds
Total Unclassified Expenses

70,000.00
24,954.86
513.39

Other Governmental Divisions

Paym'ts to
Taxes paid to County
Payments to School Districts:

$

61,526.00

281,588.00

1985 $136,561.54, 1985 $145,026.46

GRAND TOTAL

SCHEDULE OF LONG TERM INDEBTNESS
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1985
Long
Long Term Notes Outstanding
Grader
Total Long-Term Indebtedness

RECONCILIATION OF
OUTSTANDING LONG-TERM INDEBTEDNESS
Outstanding Long-Term Debt
Long-Term Notes Paid

1985

$

65,000.00
17,285.00

Outstanding Long-Term Debt. Dec. 31, 1985

$

47,715.00

-

Jan.

1,
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF WARRANT LEVY OF
Taxes committed
Property Tax

1985

to Collector

Resident
Yield
Interest Collected
Penalties Collected

Added Resident Tax
Advance Payment on 1986 Property
Remittances to Treasurer

$380,407.85
4,810.00
6,642.40
508.33
24.00
340.00
769.14

LEVY OF

1983

TREASURER'S REPORT

- GENERAL FUND

RECEIPTS
From Tax

Collector:

Property - 1986
Property - 1985
Resident Taxes - Levy of 1985
Yield Taxes - Levy of 1985
Property Taxes - Previous Years
Resident Taxes - Previous Years
Yield Taxes - Previous Years
Resident Tax Penalties

Tax

Sales
Interest

Redeemed

Total Receipts
Add: Balance January

1,

1985

GRAND TOTAL
Less:

Disbursements

Balance December 31, 1985

5

769.14
322,253.52
3,870.00
6,580.33
71,956.79
740.00
5,514.98
94.00
18,170.07
10,686.06

REPORT OF CONSERVATION COMMISSION ACCOUNT - SBW
Balance January

1,

1985

$735.34
4Q.85

Interest

$776.19

Earl F. Luther, Jr. Treasurer

REPORT OF REVENUE SHARING ACCOUNT - CRB
Balance January 1, 1985
Received from U.S. Treasurer
Interest Received in 1985

in

$1,340.82
6,310.00
369.07

1985

Total Receipts in 1985

$6,679.07
$8,019.89
8,000.00

Grand Total
Less Withdrawal (Grader)

Balance December

31,

1985

$

Earl F. Luther,

Jr.,

19.89

Treasurer

REVENUE SHARING
We have examined the accounts and records of the Revenue Sharing Funds of
the

Town

of Acworth, N.H. for the fiscal year ending

December

31, 1985.

In our opinion, the above statement of Revenue, Appropriations

and Available

Unobligated Funds presents fairly the revenue, expenditures and encumbrances incurred, and status of Revenue Sharing Funds of the Town of Acworth,
N.H. for the year

ended December

31, 1985.

Barbara Kaiser, Auditor

Town

of

Acworth

AUDITOR'S REPORT
I have examined the records of
the Selectmen, Town Clerk, Tax Collector,
Treasurer and Trustees and have found them to be correctly recorded and
properly vouched.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Kaiser
Town Auditor
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SUMMARY OF DETAIL OF PAYMENTS
AS AUTHORIZED BY BUDGET
Town
Lyman

Officers' Salaries
A. Young, Selectman

$

Susan A. Metsack, Selectman
Raymond W. Roy, Selectman
Leon F. Newton, Tax Collector
Brenda Longley, Town Clerk
Earl F. Luther, Jr., Treasurer

1,400.00

700.00
600.00
150.00
175.00
100.00
100.00

Herman

Barth, Constable
Daniel Limoges, Constable
Barbara Kaiser, Auditor
Gladys Ring-Bogle, Health Officer
Richard Martin, Dog Officer
Board of Selectmen, Overseer of Poor

Town

Officers'

o.OO
$

7,475.00

$

4,800.08

$

448.66

$

830.05

$

1,013.50

$

3,534.58

Expenses

Annual Report
Telephone
Flag Expenses

$

Office Supplies
Public Notices

Meeting Expenses
Postage

Dues
Liability Ins. Project

(NHMA)

Administrative Assistant
Donation, Pee-Wee Baseball
Election and Registration
Supervisors
Ballot Clerks

$

Moderator
Public Notices
Ballots

Town

750.00
750.00
750.00
2,000.00

870.00
440.26
76.99
250.89
97.28
50.20
490.72
477.00
21.74
2,000.00
25.00

210.00
60.00
45.00
55.66
78.00

Hall

Fuel Oil

$

Services
Supplies

695.17
132.50
2.38

Police Department
Cruiser Repair/Inspection

$

Gas
Supplies

851.40
120.60
41.50

Fire

Town Subsidy

$

Forest Fire Meeting
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3,500.00
34.58

Insurance
Fleet

Workmen's Compensation

$

Property/Liability

Unemployment Comp.

Town

Officers' Bonds
Road Agent's Policy

Officers'

&

Employees' Liability

Police Liability

5,541.00
3,194.00
228.54
389.00
293.30
581.40
550.00
$ 14,364.24

Planning Board and

ZBA

Public Notices
Postage

$

105.00
70.14
175.14

Conservation Commission
Dues

Camp
Telephone and Supplies
Publications

$

40.00
220.00
44.08
10.25

General Expenses of Highway Dept.
Petroleum Products
Parts & Repairs
Supplies

Telephone
Services

Plow edges,

bolts, etc.

Signs

Chipper Rental
Int. Truck - Major Repair

SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1985
Value

Description:

Town

Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
Libraries, Land and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
Police Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Fire Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Highway Department, Lands and Buildings
Hall,

Equipment
Materials and Supplies
Parks, Commons and Playgrounds

$100,000.00
6,000.00
60,000.00
30,000.00
0.00
2,000.00
30,000.00
50,000.00
50,000.00
130,000.00
6,000.00
5,000.00

$499,000.00

Lands Aquired by Tax

Collector's Deeds:

4J

««

« O

CQ

T3

Mi

X

PQ
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ACWORTH SILSBY FREE LIBRARY
LIBRARY OPERATIONS -1985
"Interest has exceeded expectations

"
.

.

.

H.

Hayward (Library Report 1893)

The same phrase seems to apply to 1985. After a drop in circulation last year,
probably due to some extent to discontinuance of the free Bookmobile service
and lead-time necessary to increase the budget for new books, we are back at the
500()-level, about normal for a community of this size. Thanks for your patience
while we re-organized. 1985 efforts of possible interst are:
Management: This area continues to be of primary importance, for
it bears directly upon the efficient use of scarce book purchase funds. With about
70% of our collection still consisting of out-dated and generally unused books, we
have a long way to go yet on collection renovation. Most new materials must be
purchased. Experience shows that ( 1 ) other libraries generally do not loan their
new materials, (2) gifts of cash for books meet only a small portion of our annual
needs, and (3) only about 5'A. of books donated to the library are in the category
of "new materials" (published within last five years). So, we must depend
primarily on the book purchase funds from the Town Appropriation if collection
Collection

management

is

Selection: We

to progress.

data on reader preferences as evidenced by
is conducted. Some
readers volunteer suggestions as well. From this information it is possible to
keep a fairly close tab on preferences, gaps in the collection, and otherwise needs
not perceived. We then select and purchase books from lists and reviews of new
materials in consideration of the "needs" and the available funds and donated
keep

fairly detailed

circulation activity. In addition, a periodic Reader Survey

items.

Weeding: While a part of Collection Management, it is worth mentioning
for a very small library such as ours. The Library has a
capacity (accessible shelves) of a bit over 8000 books. The capacity was
exceeded in the late 1 970's. We have been and continue to "weed out" books that
have ( 1 ) lost their appeal, (2) been superceded by new knowledge or events, (3)
are worn or damaged, and are not generally considered classical or seminal
works. This is not an easy operation but it must be done to make room for the
necessary new materials. The alternative is to create more space which we reject
at this time because with proper collection management the capacity of 8000
should be adequate. The goal is to get the right books on the shelves, not just fill

weeding separately

them.
Otherwise: Work continued on facility improvement (basement project). An
organized program (movies, slide shows, lectures) activity was implemented
and has proved reasonably popular. The Friends of the Library and other
volunteers have contributed both time and money towards the things we would
not otherwise be able to get done .... all necessary. New library hours were
established in November in an attempt to serve some who cannot get to the
Library during normal work hours and to tie the library activity in with the

programs.

your suggestions are always welcome. We look forward to seeing you
during the coming year: Thursday and Sunday 1 4; Friday 4 - 7.
Finally,

-

Charles

J.

Librarian
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Davis

ACWORTH SILSBY LIBRARY
1985

INCOME:
Town

appropriation
Donations

Book

$ 6,000.00

650.00
185.41
374.85
130.00
65.00

sales, fines

Interest

Grants
Historical Society (Books)

Total Income

$ 7,405.26

Plus 1984 balance

3,791.88

Total resources for 1985

$11,197.14

EXPENDITURES
Salaries

$ 2,344.00
2,402.13

Books

309.17
118.42
331.28
153.00

Periodicals
Electricity

Heat
Janitorial services

Supplies

& Equipment

1,723.96

513.10

Tuition, travel, dues, etc.

Total Expenditures for 1985

$7,911.06

Fay

Knicely, Treasurer

RECAPITULATION OF FUNDS COMMITTED TO LIBRARY
BUILDING NEEDS AND EXPENDITURES - 1983 1985
-

Appropriated
1983
1984
1985

&

Gifts

Spent

Available

$ 6,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00

-0-

-0-

6,400.00
-0-

7,366.75
11,541.16

$ 6,000.00
4,033.25
(6,541.16)

$16,000.00

$ 6,400.00

$18,907.91

$ 3,492.09

Total Appropriations, Grants

Unexpended Balance

Grants

&

Gifts for 1983, 1984

of 1984 Appropriation
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and 1985

$22,400.00
$ 3,492.09

ACWORTH SILSBY LIBRARY
1986
Proposed operating budget
Salaries

-

to

be requested at 1986

Librarian, Assistant Librarian,

Town Meeting

Program Director

Books
Periodicals

Other materials, programs, equipment,

300.00
200.00
200.00
500.00
300.00

etc.

Electricity

Heat
Janitorial

Supplies
Education; tuition

$ 2,750.00
2,100.00

350.00
300.00

fees, travel, dues, etc.

$7,000.00

Building funds to be requested for 1986.
Exterior maintenance; drainage, landscaping, repointing,
repair of wood windows, trim, etc., caulking, painting,
repointing, foundation wash, etc.

$15,000.00

Improvements; water supply, sewage disposal, plumbing,
fixtures, etc., finishing cellar walls, ceilings, etc.,

emergency lighting and alarms, some furnishings.
Maintenance and improvements

to

main

floor

18,000.00
5,000.00

$38,000.00

Note: This does not include an estimated $10,000 wheelchair lift. It does reflect
only the very basic needs as outlined in the architectural survey report and
presented as long-range plans in 1983. There has been no adjustment for inflation
or other considerations.

Submitted as voted at the
January 10 meeting of the
Acworth Silsby Library Trustees
and staff.

Fay
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Knicely. Treasurer

POLICE REPORT
1985
Total Hours:
Town Tours

68
24
24

Special Lake Tours
Assists to Acworth by Outside Departments

Acworth Assists to Other Departments
Gas Stolen From Cars
Break & Entry (1984) 3
Solved
Break & Entry (1985) 3
Solved
Break & Entry Vandalism

15
4
3
3
3
12
3

Domestic Calls

Car Accidents 9
Bodily Injury
Tampering Sap Lines & Buckets

Dog

1

Calls

8

This Report

up

is

to

September

16, 1985, at

which time

I

left

my

position as

Constable.
It has been a rewarding 8 years for me, and
people in Town.

A

special thanks to the State Police

and

all

I

will

miss the contact with the

the other surrounding departments

for their help.

Respectfully submitted,

Herman

SOUTHWESTERN

N. H.

Dear Selectmen:
Southwestern

N. H. Fire

active year in

history. In that regard,

its

FIRE MUTUAL AID

Mutual Aid has,
I

Barth, Constable

am

overall, just

concluded the most

taking the liberty of providing you

with a complete report of that activity with the hope you

will find

it

interesting

and informative.
Commissioners and the Cheshire County
micro-wave system that will enable us to
eliminate the leasing of telephone lines that were used to control the radios from
our mountain-top sites.

As a

result of action taken by the

Delegation,

I

am

we have

installed a

pleased to be able to report that the system

is

complete and some radios

are already being controlled by the micro-wave link. This micro-wave system will
also permit the County of Cheshire to lease or rent channels to private radio
users and thereby help amortize the micro-wave purchase.
It has been a pleasure to provide you with our many services during the past
year and if you have any questions relative to our organization please feel free to

call

on us at any time.
Very truly Yours
Robert C. Callahan,
Chief Southwestern N. H. Fire Mutual Aid
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STATISTICAL REPORT OF SOUTHWESTERN
1985

Fires:

N.H.

MUTUAL AID

ACWORTH RESCUE SQUAD
Another year has passed and the Acworth Rescue Squad still had eight
members. Six of us had to be recertified as EMT's this year which we have to do
every other year.

A new requirement for EMT recertification was training in MAST Trousers.
MAST Trousers are pants which blow up to help keep blood in the upper part of
the body where

it is

required to know
our equipment.

needed

how to

to

keep a person from going into shock. Since we are
we bought apair of MAST Trousers to add to

use them,

Also five of us have taken further training

Airway)

use. This

is

used

in

in

EOA

(Esophageal Obturator

CPR to prevent air from entering the stomach which

really helpful since we are so far away from a hospital. Also all eight of us have
been recertified in CPR as is required every year. We are planning to have a full
CPR course in town this summer as we feel it is very important for everyone to
know CPR. We will publicize this course in advance.
is

We have been working with the firemen so that they are familiar with our
equipment in case of emergency. They all have been very helpful and interested
and most of them are planning to take the CPR course in the summer.
Again this year we manned the food booth at the Turkey Shoots and made
approximately $400.00 to put towards equipment. As well as the MAST Trousers, we bought EOA Kits, a Sherman Shortboard, a bag mask kit and supplies
such as ice packs, etc.
If anyone in town needs their blood pressure taken, please feel free to call
anyone of the eight of us. Also if anyone is intersted in becoming an EMT and a

member

of our group, please contact us.

Respectfully.

Ken

Christie

Linda Christie
Karen Lawler
Craig Lawler
John Luther
Mike Blake
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HOME HEALTH CARE & COMMUNITY SERVICES,
OCTOBER

1,

1984

-

SEPTEMBER 30,

INC.

1985

ANNUAL REPORT
This past year, Home Health Care and Community Services has provided home
and community based services to the residents of Acworth as in previous years.
These services have been supported to the greatest extent possible by Medicare,
Medicaid, other insurances, grants and service fees. Those that could not be
covered by outside funding have been supported by your town.

The following
activities in

statistical

and fionancial information represents our agency's

your community during

fiscal

or^nvn^ti

It

year 1985.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
1985

Acworth was fortunate

to be represented by

sentatives at Youth Conservation
of

camp

activities

convinced us

two very willing and able repre-

Camp this year. Their slide-illustrated
fully that this

report

a worthwhile and practical

is

program.

Greenup Day brought out a number of local volunteers who did an admirable

We also recognize that many

job of cleaning up the area surrounding the dump.

residents routinely pick up trash along the roadsides without being asked or

organized to do

so,

and we appreciate

all

who

help keep our

community

attractive.

The

trees on the

Town Common were

well to regular care. Representative of
visited during the

fertilized

and appear

New Hampshire

to be responding

Arborists Association

summer and complimented Acworth on its tree care program.

The Commission has

also contacted school officials about

maintenance of trees

on school property.
Although Charles Davis is no longer an official member of the Conservation
Commission, he remains an active conservationist and continues to maintain
and improve the Acworth Wetlands and add to historical research of cellar
holes.

The Gove cellar hole is still our primary archeological focus. Sheryl Knicely led
a local volunteer group in field research of the site last spring; during the fall the
project was turned over to Betty Hall and her team of Keene State College
student archeologists. They presented individual reports and displays at the
library, and their research materials will be added to information already available at the library.

Lisa Mausolf, historic preservationist with

Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Council
will be combined with histor-

prepared a number of architectural surveys which
ical and other research done by local volunteers.

As part of our continuing study of town-owned lands, we made several general
recommendations for the Hurd Lot on Cold Pond and offered our assistance
toward more detailed studies. We continue research of the Gove lot, and suggest
that the Town Common be surveyed. We expect to improve access to the
Acworth Wetlands this year, and the South Acworth Dam seems likely to be on this
year's

list

of considerations.

Protection of our water, solid waste, household hazardous wastes, hazardous
waste storage, and now, radioacive waste disposal, are all primary concerns. The
issues seem to multiply at an alarming rate. We have begun what we hope will be

a continuing and expanding effort to work with other boards and agencies to
ways to preserve our local resources, but we need everyone's
support.
Please let us know your particular interests and abilities,
continued

find the best

and we surely

wil find at least a

dozen jobs you can do.

Respectfully submitted,

Faye Knicely
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SULLIVAN COUNTY REGIONAL REFUSE DISPOSAL DISTRICT
1985 ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTIVITIES
After six years of discussion and planning by your District Committee, a 200
ton per day waste-to-energy facility is

now well under construction in Claremont,

New Hampshire.

A revised twenty year waste disposal contract was signed with Signal
Environmental Systems on April 12, 1985. The contract provides that Signal will
be the owner and operator of the facility and is responsible for up to $7.6 million
in financial contributions in the form of equity or debt secured solely by Signal.
An additional $18.15 million in Industrial Revenue Bonds were sold by Signal
through the New Hampshire Industrial Development Authority on August 12,
1985.

Clark-Kenith, Inc. began construction of the facility for Signal during

May

expected to be completed during the Spring of 1987, at
which time the District municipalities must begin delivering waste to the facility.
1985. Construction

is

Hydrogeologic modeling for the 78 acre ash disposal site in Newport is now
complete and engineering and permit applications will begin early in 1986. The
ash disposal site must also be in operation by the Spring of 1987. Funds for
construction are included in Signal's bond issue even though the ash disposal
site is owned by the District.

The New Hampshire Air Resources Commission is in the final stage of adopting
hydrogen chloride emission standards for the facility. This will necessitate some
changes in the design of the air pollution control system and an increase in the
disposal fee paid to Signal. Negotiations are underway with Signal to determine
the appropriate control system and costs.
During 1 986 the District will be working on development of a recycling system
which may be fully utilized by member municipalities. A full-time recycUng
manager is included in the budget for 1986.

The District will also be working with the member municipalities to assist
them in the development of a transportation system necessary to deliver waste
to the facility when it becomes operational.
If individuals have questions concerning any aspect of the Project they should
not hesitate to contact their District Committee member or the Project office at
(603) 543-1201.

Submitted

by,

Theodore R. Siegler
Project Manager
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NH/VT SOLID WASTE PROJECT BUDGET

DECEMBER 31, 1986
1, 1986
ADOPTED BY THE
SULLIVAN COUNTY REGIONAL REFUSE DISPOSAL DISTRICT
NOVEMBER 14, 1985
JANUARY

-

Sub-Total

Category

Total

Personnel
Salaries

62,000.
11,000.

Other Personnel costs

73,000.

Travel

6,000.

Equipment
Rent

4,200.

Janitor

300.

Telephone
Copy & Postage Machine

5,200.

Computer

2,500.

1,200.

600.

Office furniture

14,000.

Supplies
Postage

1,200.

Office

1,800.

3,000.

Contractual Services
Legal
Engineering
Household Hazardous Waste
Water Search

16,000.
43,000.

11,000.
3,000.

73,000.

Property Taxes
2,000.

Insurances (other than health)
Net Interest on Notes
Environmental Contingencies
Sub-Total
Less Non-Expended

3,000.

2,000.

27,000.

$203,000.

Bond Reimbursem't

(49,000)

$154,000.
78,725.

Sullivan County District Share
Southern Windsor/ Windham Counties
District

Share

75,290.

NH/VT SOLID WASTE PROJECT: FUND BALANCE
Fund Balance

of All Accounts as of 12/1/85
Accounts Receivable as of 12/1/85
Accounts Payable for December (BankEast Note)
Less Estimated December Expenditures
Total

Fund Carryover

for 1985 (estimated)
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$128,745.
1,701.

(75,000)
(12,000)
$ 43,446.

ASSESSMENT - 1986 BUDGET
ADOPTED NOVEMBER 14, 1985
Average

COMMUNITY

PLANNING BOARD REPORT
The Planning Board has continued to meet through the year on the last
Wednesday of every month, with extra meetings scheduled whenever it was
necessary to do

so.

Last March Kenneth Christie resigned as Chairman of the Board and Peter
Haas was elected to take his place. We welcomed Dr. John Herpel to the Board as
a

new member to fill the vacancy.
The Heino Road residents have finally been included

into the network of town
maintained roads, having duly upgraded their stretch of road to town
specifications.

Some additions to, and changes in, the Zoning Ordinances have been proposed
and were exhibited in serveral places where the general public could easily study
the changes. The amendments will be voted on at Town Meeting.

A number

of

minor sub-divisions, and annexations were part of the routine

business of the Board throughout the year.

The Planning Board would like to remind the property owners of Acworth that
any existing or proposed
building were adopted in 1982. Please contact the Planning Board concerning
Site Plan review regulations for non-residential use of

Site Plan

Review applications.

Respectfully submitted

Bruce Bascom
Olga Bassinne
Peter Haas, Chairman
Maggie Hanson
John Herpel
Robert Weaver
Susan Metsack, Selectman
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COMMENTS ON PROPOSED
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
1. Pg. 3, Article III, under F": "building" placed before "permit", and "Board of
Adjustment" changed to "Board of Selectmen".

home may be used
Recent New Hampshire statutes indicate that, where permitted, mobile homes or manufactured housing
shall be regulated like any other single family housing unit. Thus, instead of a
special permit from the Board of Adjustment, a regular building permit would be
This section describes the conditions under which a mobile

for a residence in the Rural-Agricultural District.

required.
2.

Pg. 3: Delete old para. 4.

may be built onto any mobile
home." No such regulation pertains to other types of single family housing units,
and so, for the same reason as in #1, it should be deleted.
This paragraph states that "No sheds or lean-tos

3. Pg. 4,

under

Add "and

H:

as

amended February

23,

1983 by the Acworth

Planning Board."
4. Pg. 7,
6.

Article V,

#1 "boarding kennels."
change #9 to read "Cottage industry,

under A: add

Continuing under A:

to

principal owner, residing on the premises, employs no

more than

in

which the

five full-time

persons, and sells no principal products prepared by others. (The activity must
comply with Sect. B, Pg. 2)"

Amendments 4, 5 and 6 all pertain to uses permitted in the Rural- Agricultural
These changes are made with the Comprehensive Master Plan of 1 979 in
mind, and which sets among its goals the preservation of the Town's rural

District.

character while at the same time encouraging economic self-sufficiency.
7. Insert

SITE

new

Article VI:

PLAN REVIEW

Non-residential site plan review regulations were adopted by the Acworth Plan-

ning Board on December

Any

15, 1982.

non-residential or multifamily uses should be submitted to the Planning

Board

for site plan review."

This has already been adopted by the

Town and

8.Pg. 8, Article VII (formerly VI), para. B:

is

already in

effect.

Change "one year"

to read "two

consecutive years".

Based on RSA 674:28,111, the length of time that a nonconforming use
discontinued and then resumed should be two consecutive years.

may be

Article III (formerly VII): Amend second paragraph to read: "The term of
an appointed member shall be three (3) years. The initial terms of members first
appointed to the Board of Adjustments shall be staggered so that no more than
two appointments occur annually except when required to fill vacancies. (RSA

9. Pg. 8,

673:5,11)."
10. Pg. 9, Article XI (formerly X): Amend article to read: "Every person, firm or
corporation violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be subject to
the penalties by law in RSA chapter 676, and the Town shall be entitled to
enforce this Ordinance by any of the remedies described in RSA 676.

Amendments

9

current, pertinent

and 10 merely change the Ordinance so as
New Hampshire laws.
Submitted by
Planning Board
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to

comply with

ACWORTH HISTORY COMMITTEE
At the request of the Historical Society, we've met over the past year to study
new Acworth history. Some of our findings and conclusions

the question of a
follow:

Findings:
1.

Adrian

A. Paradis, editor of

many town

Phoenix Press, Sugar

Hill,

N.H.,

has published

those of Washington and Fitzwilliam. The typical
print run of such a history is 1,000 copies, at a cost of $10,000 to $1 5,000 or more,
depending on the book's length. The price covers services beyond printing,
including book design, layout, copy editing and other editorial services. Black
histories, including

and white photos or line drawings can be included at no appreciable extra cost.
2. To date, the recent reprint of the 1868 Acworth history has sold just under 200
copies, out of a print run of 400. This experience suggests that sales of a

new

would not justify a run of 1,000 copies. On the other hand, there is not
much saving from a smaller print run. Phoenix's figure for 500 copies of a 144
page book is $6,000.
history

We've had conflicting advice on writing the new history. Phoenix Press reports
good luck with the committee approach, where volunteers undertake to do the
writing. On the other hand two men with considerable background in preparing
town histories are very definite: they feel the bulk of the work must be done by
one writer.
3.

A great deal of Acworth

material has been gathered by the Historical Society
The material falls into two categories;
genealogical information, and lore related to the general history of the town. All
of it will be useful. But going through this material, assessing it, filling in gaps,
pulling scattered facts together and assembling them into chapter - these

4.

and

it

is

available in Silsby Library.

constitute a major task which
5.

must be undertaken.

We've tried to assess the availablility of volunteers willing to give the time

and

energy necessary to prepare a history by the committee approach. We're grateful
for the interest of those who have responded, but the response still leaves us far
short of what's needed.
Conclusions
1. To support the printing of a new history, the town would have to appropriate
$10,000 to $15,000. This would not be needed until the manuscript was ready for
printing, and that might take a year or two. Sale of books could return some,
perhaps all, of the town's outlay. For example 400 copies sold at $20 each would

bring $8,000.

Acworth are primarily interested in the genealogical aspects of
Others want a general history. After looking at the material in
Silsby Library, our own estimate coincides with advice we have had from several
people: separate the two subjects, don't try to incorporate geneology and
narrative history in the same book. A genealogy is one thing, a town history
something else; though a town history can of course contain substantial material
on early and longtime residents.
2.

Some

town

in

history.
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3. To prepare a new history, the town should consider finding a writer/
researcher to do the work, with the aid and guidance of those volunteers willing
to come forward. Our experience to date suggests that Acworth (like most other
towns today) lacks volunteers willing and able to devote the necessary time. The
cost of hiring professional help is difficult to estimate. The town might be lucky
enough to find someone willing to do it for $5,000; or it might have to pay $20,000.

An educated

guess

is

$10,000 to $15,000 for a writer.

is that we should have a new history, we recommend
that a committee be formed to guide the process and select a writer. The town
should be prepared to make an overall outlay of $20,000 to $30,000 over a period
of two to three years, to cover writing and printing. Delay is expensive; costs go
up at 5"o a year. An initial appropriation of $5,000 should get the process started.

4. If

the sense of the town

Costs can be kept down if volunteers and committee members are prepared
spend time gathering and preparing material for the writer. But this will
require a major commitment in time.
5.

to

Respectfully submitted,
Ruth Balla

Charles Davis
Jane Esslinger

David Lyle, Chairman
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